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Converting your foreign driver’s license to a Japanese driver’s
license _
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Those who hold a foreign driver’s license and meet certain requirements may be eligible to obtain a
Japanese driver’s license with partial exemption from the usual license examination procedures. (The
Road Traffic Law, Article 97, Section 2, Clause 2, and The Enforcement Order of the Road Traffic Law
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| Eligibility requirements
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Your address must be in Nagasaki-prefecture. § & 14, Q\(N\

o SNEEEGIEIARER. MERAEIOEEL TS A EORENEN G S Z L.
You must have stayed in the country where you obtained your foreign driver’s license for a total of
three months or more after the license was issued.
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You must hold a valid foreign driver’s license.
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You must meet the condition of obtaining a Japanese license.
The condition may vary depending on the type of license.
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A Japanese translation of your foreign driver’s license issued by the Japan Automobile Federation
(JAF), Ziplus Co.,Ltd. the embassy (consulate) of the issuing country in Japan, or the
ministrative office that issued your foreign driver’s license.
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International driver’s license (if you hold one)
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3% In case your foreign driver’s license does not mention the date of issue, you will need to

provide an additional document with the date on it. (Ex. A certificate of driver's license record
issued by the administrative office that issued your foreign driver's license.)
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Your passport or an official document which certifies your immigration record.
(Ex,Seaman’s pocket ledger)
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A Certificate of Residence (Ju-min-hyo) showing your legal domicile. (The address must be in

Nagasaki prefecture)
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E "% As for applicants of foreign nationalities, a Certificate of Residence showing your nationality or
an ID card (document) issued by an authorized o.qmms_wmmo: is required. If you are not subject to

EV Basic Resident Registration Act, your passport and a document with your address stated on it will
A.,) also do. Note that the addresses mentioned in those documents must be in Nagasaki prefecture.
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Your Japanese driver’s license if you hold one. (valid or invalid)
X The address on the license must be in Nagasaki prefecture.
* Valid Japanese driver's license holders do not need a Certificate of Residence.
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Glasses or contact lenses (not colored)
Please bring them if you need for aptitude tests that include a vision test. m\e
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Nagasaki-ken, Omura-shi, Kogashima-cho, 533-5 Driver’s License Examination Center
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Days of the week for application
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The days mentioned below are for applicants with some nationalities who are required to take a
knowledge test and a practical test.
A reservation is required for a first-time applicant.
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¥ Licenses you can apply for are all Category 1.
% Please check the day of application depending on the type of license you intend to apply for.
% The days mentioned above exclude national holidays, weekends, and New-year holidays (hetween

December 29 and January 3)
% Registration time: 2:00pm~ 4:00pm (Note that a reservation is required prior to the application)
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Application process
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Sereening of documents—Aptitude tests (including vision test)—Knowledge test and Practical test (for

designated nationalities)
Your driver’s license will be issued upon successfully having completed all the mentioned process.
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Other points to note
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If you have difficulty in mnmma:@ Japanese, make sure you have an interpreter accompany you.

i m%ﬁemmn_rﬁu/&wm , rﬁﬁ—rr C&I m_m rmmmumh\ A wﬂlN.MC/
An applicant who needs to take a practical test should wear suitable clothing for driving.
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Holders of international driver's license issued by the countries that are party to the Geneva
Convention can drive for one year from the day of arrival (3 1) in Japan, or until the end of the

validity date if the validity period is less than one year. You can apply for the conversion of your
foreign driver’s license when the term of validity of your international driver's license becomes one
month or less. If your foreign driver’s license is to expire before your international driver’s license
does, please apply for the conversion within the term of validity of your foreign driver’s license.
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(1) If you are registered for Basic Resident Registration in accordance with Basic Resident

Registration Act (in other wards, if you are a Japanese national basing your living in Japan, a long term
foreign resident, or a special permanent resident) and leave Japan either with the permission of re-
entry or after having received a refugee travel document and then re-entered Japan on the re-entry
permit within three months of leaving the country, the re-entry are not regarded as “arrival’. Therefore,
there may be cases where you are not eligible to drive in Japan even if you hold a valid international

license.
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Note that necessary documents may differ as each country has its own driving license system. For
further information regarding the driving tests for the holders of foreign driver’s license, please contact

Driver’s License Examination Center.
Telephone number: 0957 —53~2128
Office hour: between 2 : 00 pm and 4 : 00 pm (weekdays only)



