A Crash Course in the
Japanese Language

This presentation was created by Jason Francis-Forman for the
2024 Nagasaki JET Skills Development Conference.



QUESTION

Why are you
learning Japanese?

Language learning is a long and challenging process that requires
consistent effort to really get the most out of it.
Knowing WHY you are doing something often helps with being able to push
through and continue when things are too challenging or repetitive.



What will we cover?
e Key grammar points to use when having a conversation in Japanese.
(And conversations in general)

e Help you brush up on your existing Japanese language skills.
e Useful Japanese to enhance your teaching in the classroom.




This session will NOT ... :

Give you a detailed breakdown of everything you need to know to speak and understand Japanese. Nor will it
have the same impact on everyone in attendance as everyone is at different stages of their language learning
journey.

Extra Notes:

** This lesson assumes that you can read ‘Hiragana’, ‘Katana’ and some basic ‘Kanji’

*** There are many ways to say something, these are just some.

**** You may know some of this stuff already.

***** We only have 60 minutes, so we will not be covering everything in the slides today, you will
get the most out of this session by going back and reviewing these slides on the NAGASAKI JET
website after this session has ended.
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Who am |?

1. Self-studied since 2016.
2. Have passed the JLPT N2 and Kanji Kentei Level 6.
3. Have been featured in TV, Newspaper in Radio interviews

as a Japanese speaking spokesperson for the international
YOSAKOI community.
4. Often do volunteer translate and interpretation projects.

I’ve had an unconventional language learning journey, but I’'ve
picked up a few things along the way that | believe you will
benefit from.



i@ https://news.yahoo.co jp/articles/ae7aaa848b72bcb2d3926e88ae9ca16t8bb96aca

+//www.nagasaki-np.co.jp/kijis/?kijiid=1084645199547695399
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About language
learning




There are many ways to say
the same thing




Forms of Speech

Casual Language

Mostly used when speaking to friends and to those younger than
you.

Polite Language
Safest style and most common style of language to use.

~FEF | ~TF

Keigo and its sub-categories.

Formal / Business language. You probably won't use it but others in
the service industry may use it to address you.



Forms of Writing

VB hi%
Primarily represents phonetic sounds and particles.

hE2AhT

Primarily represents words borrowed from other languages

EF
Primarily derived from Chinese characters, tends to represent
individual words.



Master tnese!

JAPANESE
CONJUGATION
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VERB Conjugation

In English we often modify verbs
by adding words before of after
the verb in question, to change
its meaning.

For example:

Eat

| want to eat.

| don’t want to eat.
| am eating.

| can eat.

But in Japanese, verbs are most
commonly modified by changing
the last character of the verb to
give it a new meaning.

Master these, and your options
for being able to understand and
express your opinions will
expand exponentially.



Translations aren’t always 1 to 1




EOMINIETT







When will | be
/- fluent?









You don’t need perfect
Japanese to
communicate
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Japanese for the
Classroom






Let's Get Back On Track!
=UMZ &S

i




Be quiet please
LIMITLTLESL




Stand up Classroom Greeting

. BLa ==
(Stand to) attention! % 2H2nly

Bow
[Please teach us]
Take a seat
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Definitions:

You

He / She

They
We

used in the classroom

L Z subject

F
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Definitions:

desk
(room) light
key

used in the classroom

HLVL noun

H 2<%
BR - TAZE
- HhE



Definitions: used in the classroom

T2 25 [FLv& S5 L adjective

hot ZlLVv: HDOLY
expensive =0y =0

bright LUy ESALL



Definitions: used in the classroom

£ S ES5L verb

to cross (the road, etc) ~[ZED - D=5

to lose sight of (my pen, my ~ZERRI -HILED
friends, etc)

to explain ~ ~%ZRAT S - EOHIVT S



Lesson Time!
Let’s begin!

If you take anything away this session, it
should be the fellowing methed of studying
one grammear polnt to branch out ane learn

otther relatee grammar polnts by using
upcomning templates.




Target in Japanese




‘Want’ Series



~BELLTS

BB want (something).
Hir - FEEI + noun + AAIZLULVTT,

- | want a new hat

FAIZETLLMES LLAIEL LT, % m

- She wants 3 red notebooks.
HBZlIEIH/RUN — FE3MIFZLINTT,

- They want more time.
WolEd o EFRMNELINTT,




Let’s expand this



Affirmative Sentence

Negative Sentence

Question Sentence

Common Way To Answer




| want a new hat.

FAIFEFT LULMEF (X5 L) ANIFLLVTY,




| want a new hat.

FAIFEFT LULMEF (X5 L) ANIFLLVTY,

| don’t want a new hat.

FhIEFT L DMEFNIELCELTT,




| want a new hat.

FAIFEFT LULMEF (X5 L) ANIFLLVTY,

| don’t want a new hat.

FhIEFT L DMEFNIELCELTT,

- |Do you want a new hat?

(BET=IE) FHLNBEFNFILLITT H




| want a new hat.

FAIFEFT LULMEF (X5 L) ANIFLLVTY,

| don’t want a new hat.

FhIEFT L DMEFNIELCELTT,

- |Do you want a new hat?

(BET=IE) FHLNBEFNFILLITT H

Yes, | do./ No, | don't.

[FLy, [ELULVTT, - LWWZ, [FLLENTT,




Past Tense



— W > T

maowZm —

| wanted a new hat.

FAIFEFRT L WLMEF (IZ5 L) NIELA =TT,

| didn’t want a new hat.

FAIEFTLWDMEFNIFELLGEMN2=TTY,

- |Did you want a new hat?

(BET=1F) FHLWEFNIEILN =TT D,

Yes, | did. / No, | didn't.

[ZLy, (ELAIDT=TF, - LWWA. ELLEMND-TT,




Open Questions



Open Questions

Vague |What do you want?

? (BIET=1E) BTITAIFLWLTT H

Specific |What noun do you want?

? (BET=1E) HAD noun BNIFLWLNTTH




Let’s do the
same with other
grammar points.



~LE=WTT

BRI | want to (do an action). ﬁ
¥&iE = £ 1L + verb (=0 form) :ﬁj‘
P K
e -
Bixx — i
- | want to go to Kumamoto this weekend. o
FESERICKEFH EITITERLNTT, @

- He wants to see a movie with Sakura on Friday.
KIFEERICSKbZALE—HE (Lo L&) [CREZR-INTT,

- They want to speak Japanese in class.
BolEEEFR (L 2F L2609 3)ICHARETELEZLTY,

P 4




1 |l want to go to Fukuoka tomorrow.

+ |FAIFBABEREICTE VT,

E |l don’t want to go to Fukuoka tomorrow.

- |FAIXBAERREICITE < ZELTY

2 |Do you want to go to Fukuoka tomorrow?

| (BT FIFBABREICITELZLTT H
A |Yes, | do./No, | don't.

Ly, TELVTY, - LWA, TR NTT,




— W > T

maowZm —

| wanted to go to Fukuoka yesterday.

FIEFEB@EHEIZITEE=Ih>oT=T7,

| don’t want to go to Fukuoka tomorrow.

MIIEBREICITS =< EN2=TT,

Do you want to go to Fukuoka tomorrow?

(Bf=1%) FIXEBERICITSE =2 =TIh?

Yes, | do./ No, | don't.

LN, T2 7-TF, r LVWWA, =< EHh-oTT,




~LTIELWLTY

EBRIE | want you to (action).
S« £E1E AT+ verb (T form) + (ELUWLNTT

132

- | want you to help me study.
(FAE B IR ZFEo>TIELWLVTY, (TD2)

- He wants his mum to visit Nagasaki.
- She wants her son to tidy up his room.

RITBBIZRBICSHEN->TIZLILNTYT, (BET D) '@
BEIIRFICELDBEZR{AFITTIELILNTT,
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1 |l want you to go to Fukuoka tomorrow.

+ | FAIE (H7r7=12) BABEMICIT>TIELLNTT,
E |l don't want you to go to Fukuoka tomorrow.

- |AIIBABREICIT o TIELLENNTT,

2 Do you want him to go to Fukuoka tomorrow?

» | (BFE) HBRICERREICIT2TIELWLWTI A
A |Yes, | do./No, | don't.

Ly, 7o TIELMDETT, - LWWNZ, T2 TIELL AN HL=TT,




— W >T

maowZ m —

| wanted you to go to Fukuoka yesterday.

L (BE=12) EBfEEIZIToTIELA =TT,

| didn’t want you to go to Fukuoka yesterday.

IEERERICIToTIELL B2 =T9,

Did you want him to go to Fukuoka yesterday?

(Haf=1) BEICFERICToTIELMA =TT H

Yes, | did. / No, | didn't.

Ly, 7o TIELMDETT, - LWWVZ, ToTIELL G- =TT,




‘Advice’ Series



~LEESHANDNTT

EERE You should (action).
- £E(T verb (= form) + [ES5ANWNTT

132

* You should study.
DIETIFRBE L= E 5 BLWTY, (RAZTLD)

- You should eat natto.
o EZBARZIEZSMNLNTT,

* You should go to the gym.
DLIZIT 2 IE 3 LTI,




You should exercise everyday.

BHEH (DAED) LEES3ALINTT,

el

You shouldn’t exercise everyday.

FHEFHLGWES>2ALLVTT,

N\

- | Should | exercise everyday?

BEHEFHLEIES2HA LTI A,

el

Yes, you should. / No, you shouldn't.

(LN, LEADLWLWTT, - VWA, LEBEVLADLLLTT,




~LBEThIEELRHENTT

BB You must (action).
FE0E = F551E verb(7E Ly form minus the L))+ LR T IR G NNT T

132

* You must study. \
HIET=IFME LG TNIEEGE 50T,

* | must buy a movie ticket on Wednesday.
FAZKEB ICBRBEIDTF 7Y FZEDETNIELEHENNTT,

- We must teach English.
EFIRBEZHAGITNEGESFM4 T,




—1 |You must come to school tomorrow.

+ | HEIIBEEERICELZTNIXGE S LT,
E |You mustn’t ~.

X |Must| ~?

A |Yes, you must. / No, you must not.




‘Experience’
Series



~LEZERHBY FITH

BB Have you ever (verb) (before)?
yEt - CEEIE + BhE(T= form) + T EABHY FTH.

- Have you ever been to Kumamoto?

BRI oT=C BB Y T h

- Have you ever eaten Vegemite?

RETA FEBRECENHYETH

- Have you ever met a famous person?

BE2ANEHSEIENHY FIH

L1l




- |Have you ever been to Hokkaido?

(=% dBEIZITTo=2EBYFETHM

Yes, | have. / No, | haven't.

[ZL\. F5TY, - LVWWA. F5LvHYFEFEA,




‘Command
and request’
Series



~LTL sy

BB Please do something.
B - Bh5E(T form) + < f=& LY,

- Please open the door.

F7EHIFTTLIZSUN,

- Please close the window.
=X LHTLL =S,




~LGWhTLEEE

BB Please don’t do something.
W - B5A (4R LY form) + TLFEE LY,

132

- Please don’t open the door.
F7 EHITIENTLIZEY,

- Please don'’t close the window.
FEXLOHTLTLEELY,




BB Command someone to do

something.

B - BjZA(T form) .

- Open the door.
FT7 = ®HITT,

- Close the window.
=EZLOHT,




~L7%&EWNT

BB Command someone to not do something.
B - BjZA(T form) .

- Don’t open the door.
K7 EHIFENT.

- Don’t close the window.
= EX LOEINT,




~LaE=by

BB Strong command someone to do
something.

Bz - B)57(F 9 form, without the E£97) .
i

- Open the door.
F7 ZHITIE LY,

- Close the window.
=EZTLOHE LY,




‘Permission’
Series



~LTHLWTTH

BB Ask for permission to do something.
f&=ie = £E51E BER(T form) + HLMNTT A

132

- Can | open the window?

FEZFHRITTHELWLTIN? WS

- Can | use this.
NEFE-STHLWTTM? Dh S




~LE<{THLWTT

BB Tell someone they don't have to do something.
B« TR BhER (45 L form minus the L))+ THWLWWT T

132

* You don’t have to do that.

TNz LG THLWNTT,

* You don’t have to go to school tomorrow.
BAEFRICITNESCTEHELWLTT,




~LT<nFEEALN

BB Ask someone to do something (for you).
FERE - EEE(X BEE(T form) + <hFEEAD

153X

- Will you look at this (for me)
INZzRTINFEAD,

- Will you call the school (for me).
FRICEGFE LTI NFTEAD,




General

Conversation

Q Tips Q



It makes you seem friendly
and approachable. And when
you are friendly and
approachable, others are
more likely to open up and
engage with you.




Show interest in what
the other personis
saying.

* Ask questions.
« Use ‘Aizuchi’ responses to show that you are listening.
« If they mention something important, try to remember it for the next time you meet them.



Japanese
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English

Ah!

Really?

Yes

That's correct; Right
Yeah; Yep; Uh-huh
Huh; Hmm

I see; Is that so?

I see; Is that so?
That's right, huh?
That's right, huh?
[ see; That's right

[ see; That's right

Alzuchi



Sometimes the
other person
simply isn’t
talkative

Asking good questions, being a good listener and being a good story teller, can help keep the
conversation going, but sometimes people just aren’t in the mood to have a conversation.

Some people are better in one on one conversations, other in groups, and some just prefer to listen.
Sometimes people are distracted by other things, or they are unsure of what to say.




Speaking
Challenge!

3




Hello,
My name is ~.
| am from ~.

Basic Japanese Self-Introduction T
FLHFELT Hajimemashite
Fhix~TI, Watashi wa ~ desu.
~MNbEFE LT ~ kara kimashita.
~MNIFETY, ~ ga suki desu.

| like ~.
Nice to meet you .

EALLLBEWNLET Yoroshiku onegaishimasu

Challenge:
Introduce yourself (in Japanese) to as many
people as possible within 2 minutes.




ClrALI

ENG

E QU

ESTION

3E R (X

EODTLEMN?




ECT~?
LAN\D~7?
ES5LT~"?
En&E~7?
ES5P-T~"?

IRNZ~? = TRAD~?

Where ~ ?
When ~ ?
Why ~ ?
Who did you ~ with?
How did you ~?

What did you ~? /
What ~ did you ~ ?



Resources



Text Books

Japanese From Zerol

i 1
Extensive Grammar:

Learn Hiragana!

Integrated Workbook!

George Trombley
Yukari Takenaka

Learn to
Speak, Read
and Write
Japanese!

Minna no nihongo




Online Resources

Minato

=

Japanese Pod 101

2

JF Japanese €-Learning

A1 E

JapanesePod101.com

Nihongo no mori




Japanese Language Tests

|25
JLET =
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BONUS TIPS



weemy smﬂy Planner Date: _November 20

Weekly Goal; 5 grammar points, 10 kanji, and 15 vocab

Long-term Goal; Pass the JLPT N1 exam

Days R ining: 12
Focus Time of Day | Duration Check Notes
Sunday Review ‘ Morning . 2 hours | ﬂ 72/180 on practice test, should
Create a study
Monday Kanji Morning 30 min b+ is difficult to remember
nla n ' Tuesday Vocab [ Morning ' 1 hour ' Should try to use SLEC in daily life

» Wednesday Grammar | Afternoon | 1 hours ' should watch video on & = %

>'I’hursday Reading - Evening 130 min

Friday Free ‘ Episode 5-7 of Midnight diner,
learned H1Xh Y

Saturday Review Morning ' v ith is still difficult.




Today’s list

Practice 10 kanji \/
Make one sen+ence\/

Read 5 manga Paaes\/
Learn 3 new wor'd';\/
Read a news article

Create a study
list

T



Change your device settings to Japanese

B

il

Nederlands
Portugués

Pycckui

SES: ]

HRP
512 X223

g=0

.EB O &3 Q@ RE



Games: Hiragana Pixel Party

v..




Games: Animal Crossing

Q=TT
toﬂ( $CEF5kU9#HE

7. MEkB et 3k o
CoRlc BB3ARES~




Games: Dragon Quest XIi

(BrBz—i BRIB3oT FlLLbhA!
POV VLUHRH BHOENS
BN3PMrL3SE Ritle 585D,




READ

5?35 =2 L
S T
| wa a3




What is a
resource tnaw

you woulal
recomimena?







