
UNLOCKING YOUR JAPANESE 
POTENTIAL

Claire Hallmark 
2016 Nagasaki Prefecture Skills Development Conference



Set goals 

Stay motivated

You are the teacher 
and the student

"Dude, sucking at something is the 
first step to being kinda sorta good 

at something."  
- Jake the dog



Content

JAPANESE IN A NUTSHELL...

Vocabulary

Grammar

Kanji



JAPANESE IN A NUTSHELL...
Skills



THE COGNITIVE STAGE

Big Concepts

Can't recognize 
mistakes

Surface level 
understanding

Awkward, 
with some 

stumbling

The exploration 
stage



EFFECTIVE MEMORIZATION

S R S
Spaced Repetition Study



EFFECTIVE MEMORIZATION

S R S
Spaced Repetition Study

1 3 2



KANJI
Learn kanji in context!

Practice proper stroke 
order

Learn basic radicals

Say yes  
to SRS!



LEARN KANJI IN CONTEXT

Sentence 
Context

Word 
Context



KANJI STROKE ORDER

1 2

3 4

1 3

2 4

Rules of thumb: write kanji from upper left to bottom right 
Always write horizontal strokes before vertical strokes



RADICALS

招 沼 詔
Hand Water To say

Rules of thumb:  
The left radical is often related to the meaning. 

Similar kanji often have similar readings.

to invite swamp imperial edict

 しょう  しょう  しょう



GRAMMAR



THE ASSOCIATIVE STAGE

Knowledge of 
mistakes

Less focus on the 
"what" and more focus 

on the how.

More 
introspective

Practice 
makes perfect



HOW TO PRACTICE SKILLS

Manga



HOW TO PRACTICE SKILLS



AUTONOMOUS STAGE

Recall is automatic

Can perform in any 
environment

As easy as "My name 
is..."Easy as pie

Anytime, anywhere

Total recall



CHOOSING THE RIGHT 
STUDY RESOURCE FOR YOU
Some reccomendations: Grammar





CHOOSING THE RIGHT 
STUDY RESOURCE FOR YOU
Some reccomendations: Vocabulary





CHOOSING THE RIGHT 
STUDY RESOURCE FOR YOU

Some reccomendations: Grammar, kanji, reading, listening, 
(vocabulary)







CHOOSING THE RIGHT 
STUDY RESOURCE FOR YOU
Some reccomendations: Beginner Japanese





WHAT TO LOOK FOR IN A 
TEXTBOOK

Is it relevant?

Do you like the layout?

Are the explinations 
easy to understand?



WHAT TO LOOK FOR IN A 
TEXTBOOK

Is it relevant?

Do you like the layout?

Are the 
explinations easy to 



SOME RESOURCES
Apps



SOME RESOURCES
Apps



SOME RESOURCES
Websites Online Japanese dictionary: jisho.org 

Japanese practice site: renshuu.org 
Japanese/English translation dictionary: alc.co.jp

http://jisho.org
http://renshuu.org
http://alc.co.jp


SOME RESOURCES
Websites Tofugu Japanese Blog 

Tae Kim's Guide to Japanese 
Rikaikun/Rikaichan browser add on

Rikaikun



QUESTIONS?


